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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants herein respond to the restriction requirement dated January 24, 2002 (Paper 
No. 6). Applicants elect with traverse the claims of Group I (claims 1-8). Applicants, of course, 
reserve the right to file one or more divisional applications covering the subject matter of the 
non-elected claims. 

Applicants traverse the restriction requirement on the grounds that the examiner has not 
demonstrated the requisite "serious burden" needed to justify a restriction requirement. See 
MPEP § 803(B) (August 2001) at 800-4. Given that claim 9 is dependent on the elected claims 
and claims 10-20 will be subjected to similar searches according to the examiner, applicants 
submit that that there seems to be no serious burden on the examiner to examine all of the 
claims. Thus, applicants respectfully request examination of all of the claims, or at least the 
claims of Groups I and III. 

A first office action on the merits is awaited. 
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HELLER EHRMAN WHITE & MCAULIFFE 
1666 K Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20006 
Phone:(202)912-2000 
Fax: (202)912-2020 




^Oohn P. Isacson 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 33,715 
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